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“  Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order.” 
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The  Church  is  a  holy  place.  You  should  never  speak 
in  it,  except  to  God.  As  you  approach  it,  you  should 
sober  your  manner,  your  gait,  your  conversation,  your 
thoughts.  When  you  go  in,  or  go  out,  you  should  go, 
quietly,  slowly,  silently,  with  your  head  bowed,  as  you 
cross  the  threshhold,  for  God  is  there ;  and  the  holy  Altar 
is  there,  the  token  and  especial  place  of  His  Presence, 
on  which  lie  offers  Himself  for  your  souls’  food  ;  and  the 
holy  angels  are  there.  Gay  and  showy  dress,  or  careless 
and  slovenly  dress,  are  as  unbecoming  in  God’s  house,  as 
smiling  and  whispering  and  trifling  are  dangerous  and 
sinful.  God’s  house  is  to  be  used  daily  for  public  Wor¬ 
ship,  morning  and  evening ;  every  Lord’s  day  for  the  Holy 
Eucharist,  which  is  also  celebrated  on  all  Holy  Hays  and 
Saints’  Days  and  in  the  Octaves.  So  the  holy  Church 
orders  and  She  is  your  Mother,  for  obedience,  if  you 
would  have  God  to  be  your  Father.  Besides  this,  it  is 
well  to  go  to  the  Church,  when  there  is  no  service,  to 
pray  to  God  alone,  and  meditate  upon  your  knees;  and 
to  read  your  Bible  and  Prayer-book,  or  some  book  of  de¬ 
votions.  Whenever  you  go  into  church  you  should 
kneel  or  bow  your  head*  towards  the  altar,  (Psalm  cxxxviii. 
2,)  saying  a  j'short  prayer  or  sentence.  If  you  are  about 
to  take  part  in  a  service,  you  should  also  use  a  longer 
prayer  at  your  seat.  If  you  come  late  (which  you  should 
carefully  avoid)  you  should  remain  just  inside  the  door, 
in  the  same  posture  in  which  the  congregation  are,  if 

*  Bp.  Jeremy  Taylor,  “  Reverence  due  to  the  Altar.” 

f  Genesis  xxviii.  17,  or  Psalm  exxii.  1,  2  and  3  verses,  or  Psalm  Ixxxiv. 
1, 2  and  4th  verses. 
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they  are  standing  or  kneeling ;  and  go  quietly  to  the 
nearest  seat,  when  they  change  their  posture.  No  one 
coming  in  during  the  Communion  Office,  ought  to  com¬ 
mune,  unless  he  comes  in,  before  or  during,  the  address, 
“Ye  who  do  truly.”  The  preparation  for  this  highest 
Service  of  the  Church,  consists  in  observing  the  Friday 
fast ;  in:  communicating,  fasting,  if  your  health  permit ; 
in  alms-giving ;  in  careful  self-examination,  confession 
and  prayer;  and  if  need  be  for  a  weight  of  sin  or  sorrow, 
or  for  some  unknown  temptation,  the  counsel  and 
^absolution  of  the  Priest  in  private. 

Yrou  stand  in  praise,  and  during  all  exhortations; 
sit  while  you  are  instructed ;  and  kneel,  in  prayer,  in 
confession,  in  adoration,  and  in  receiving  any  great  gift, 
such  as  the  grace  of  Baptism,  Absolution,  the  Gift  of 
Confirmation,  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ.  In  the 
parts  of  the  service  to  be  said  with  the  minister,  you 
should  try  to  take  the  note  of  his  voice,  and  never  speak 
the  words  faster  than  he  does.  At  the  end  of  the  prayers, 
&c.,  you  should  say  Amen;  with  the  A  as  in  ah,  and  not 
flat.  You  should  always  respond  promptly,  clearly,  and 
distinctly.  In  singing,  do  not  drag  behind  the  choir, 
and  do  not  think  you  cannot  sing — every  body  can  in 
plain  chanting,  singing  low,  if  they  have  not  a  good  voice. 
Y"ou  should  always  bow  at  the  holyf  Name  of  JESUS, 

*  It  is  hardly  needed  in  our  day,  to  guard  the  offer  of  private  confession, 
by  (what  is  of  essential  importance)  the  fact,  that  unless  rarely  used,  and 
only  in  real  need,  and  under  discreet  advice,  it  destroys  individual  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  deadens  the  conscience.  So  any  strong  cordial  may  be  made  to 
do  harm.  But  when  it  is  needed,  its  blessing  is  incalculable. 

f  “When  in  time  of  Divine  Service  the  LORD  JESUS  shall  be  mentioned, 
due  and  lowly  reverence  shall  be  done  by  all  persons  present.” — English 
Canons  ;  xviii.  A.  D.  1605. 

“  This  Church  is  far  from  intending  to  depart  from  the  Church  of  England 
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(whether  you  hear  it  or  say  it;)  (Philip,  ii.  10,)  and  at 
every  mention  of  the  several  Persons  of  the  blessed 
Trinity :  as  in  the  Gloria  Patri ;  the  Te  Deum ;  the  Ter 
Sanctus  in  the  Communion  office;  (Isaiah  vi.  2  and  3; 
llev.  iv.  8  and  10.)  You  should  turn  to  the  East  (which 
is  wherever  the  Altar  is),  in  the  Creed  and  in  all  ascrip¬ 
tions  of  praise  to  the  holy  Trinity,  (Dan.  vi.  10 ;  1  Kings 
viii.  22  and  30.) 

In  the  Service  itself,  attention  to  a  few  simple  rules 
will  secure  uniformity,  which  is  essential  to  decency  and 
order. 

Kneeling  means  bending  your  knees  down  on  the  floor. 
In  receiving  the  lloly  Sacrament  or  Absolution  or  Bene¬ 
diction  ;  or  in  the  confession,  and  in  the  prayer  called 
“  Of  humble  access,”  it  should  be  even  more  lowly  than 
at  other  times. 

The  response  in  the  Gloria  Patri,  “As  it  was  in  the 
beginning,”  is  not  complete  without  the  Amen,  which 
should  always  be  said  as  part  of  it,  wherever  it  occurs. 

In  saying  the  Creed  each  article  should  be  separated. 
The  articles  are  twelve  in  number,  and  are  divided  by 
the  semicolon.  In  the  last  part  of  it,  “The  Holy  Catho¬ 
lic  Church,  the  Communion  of  Saints is  one  article, 
and  should  be  so  said,  because  the  Church  is  the  Com¬ 
munion  of  Saints,  that  is,  of  the  baptized,  living  and 
departed. 

When  the  words  “Let  us  pray,”  are  said  to  the  people, 
they  should  not  kneel,  until  they  have  been  said. 

The  words  for  emphasis,  in  the  Litany,  are  “have 
mere v/,”  “  Good  Lord  deliver  us,”  “We  beseech  Thee.” 

in  any  essential  point  of  doctrine,  discipline^  or  worship.” — Preface  to  Amer¬ 
ican  Prayer  Book. 

See  also,  Southey’s  “  Book  of  the  Church,”  Chapter  xvii. 
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The  four  petitions  beginning  the  lesser  Litany,  “  O 
Christ,  hear  us,”  &c.,  are,  as  all  the  rest  of  the  Litany 
verse  and  response ;  and  are  not  to  be  said  by  Priest  and 
people  together,  but  first  the  Priest,  “  O  Christ,  hear  us 
and  then  the  people,  “O  Christ,  hear  us,”  &c. 

In  the  Communion  office,  the  first  use  of  the  Lord’s 
prayer  is  the  Priest’s  preparation  for  the  Holy  Eucharist, 
and  is  not,  by  the  Rubric,  to  be  said  by  the  people  ;  but  by 
“  the  minister  *  *  the  people  kneeling.”  In  its  second 
use  after  the  reception  and  every  where  else,  it  is  a  com¬ 
mon  prayer,  and  ordered  to  be  so  used. 

In  the  first  article  of  the  third  paragraph  in  the  Nicene 
Creed,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  not  called  the  Lord  of  Life,  but 
the  Lord,  i.  e.  God ;  and  the  Giver  of  Life — as  in  the 
original  it  reads  “  the  Lord  and  the  Life-giver.” 

The  most  solemn  part  of  the  Communion  office  begins 
with  “  Lift  up  your  hearts.”  After,  this  there  should  be 
the  most  devout  reverence  of  body  and  of  spirit.  In  the 
hymn,  “  Therefore  with  angels,”  &c.,  the  Priest  should  say 
alone  the  first  part,  which  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  pre¬ 
face,  the  people  joining  in  at  the  “  Holy,  Holy,  Holy.” 

The  act  of  adoration,  to  be  made  to  Christ  really 
present  in  the  Consecrated  Elements,  should  be  made 
during  the  words  of  Institution,  Oblation  and  Invocation, 
for  which  the  Rubric  orders  the  Priest  to  break  the 
bread,  &c.,  before  the  people.  The  Church  in  the  Rubric 
before  the  Lord’s  prayer,  and  at  the  end  of  the  Com¬ 
munion  office,  orders  the  “  Holy  Gifts”  to  be  treated  with 
reverence. 

The  best  time  to  ask  of  God  anything  you  particularly 
desire,  is  just  before  coming  to  receive  the  holy  Sacra¬ 
ment;  which  you  should  receive,  in  the  palm  of  the  right 
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hand*  ungloved  and  crossed  over  the  left  hand,  during 
the  first  clause  of  the  sentence  of  administration  ;  after 
which  the  Amen  should  be  said,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the 
whole  sentence. 

The  Communion  office  is  not  ended  until  the  Conse¬ 
crated  Elements  are  all  consumed  “  reverently,”  that  is 
by  the  people  kneeling.  The  people  should  remain 
kneeling  (if  able)  during  the  whole  administration  before 
and  fafter  they  have  received  and  until  the  elements  are 
consumed ;  then,  standing  until  the  Priest  leaves  the 
Chancel  with  the  sacred  Vessels,  they  should  go  at  once 
home,  thoughtfully  and  quietly,  as  from  so  awful  a 
Mystery. 

The  congregation  say  with  the  minister  the  Thanks¬ 
giving  in  the  Baptismal  office  standing.  There  is  no 
kneeling  ordered  in  this  service  till  the  Lord’s  prayer. 

In  the  Confirmation  office  the  people  should  rise  when 
the  Bishop  begins  “  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,” 
and  all  respond.  After  the  first  prayer  they  should 
either  stand,  or  kneel  to  pray  for  the  newly  confirmed, 
and  all  kneel  after  “  Let  us  pray.” 

Holy  Matrimony  should  never  be  solemnized  during 

the  following  periods : 

f  Advent,  f  tlie  octave  of  the  Epiphany, 

from  \  Septuagesima,  to  f  “  “  Easter, 

(Rogation,  (  Trinity  Sunday, 

and  never  within  the  forbidden  degrees,  as  in  the  table 
of  affinity  in  the  English  Prayer  Book  ;  and  never  except 
“  in  the  Lord,”  that  is,  church  members  should  never 
marry  those  who  are  not.  It  is  more  properly  performed 
before  noon,  and  is  fitly  ended  with  the  Holy  Com- 
*  S.  Cyril. 

t  Mr.  Nelson  well  calls  these  “  precious  moments,”  in  which  we  should 
pray  for  the  Church,  for  ourselves,  and  especially  for  others  ;  making  an 
Intercession. 
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munion.  It  should  never  be  in  a  house  when  it  can  be 
in  a  Church,  and  the  service  cannot  be  performed  with¬ 
out  a  ring.  The  first  part  to  the  end  of  the  betrothal 
may  be  said  in  the  body  of  the  Church,  and  after  that  at 
the  chancel  steps,  the  minister  standing  under  the  arch. 

The  woman,  in  the  office  for  Thanksgiving  after  child¬ 
birth,  should  kneel  near  the  door,  unless  the  Bishop  direct 
otherwise,  and  the  address  being  made  to  her  there,  she  still 
remains  there,  while  the  service  is  finished  in  the  chancel. 
It  should  be  used  just  before  her  first  service,  which  ought 
to  be  the  Holy  Communion,  when  she  may  make  “  the 
accustomed  offering.”  The  decent  apparel  in  the  Rubric 
implies  a  veil.  It  seems  right  for  the  congregation  to 
join  in  the  responses  and  the  Lord’s  prayer. 

In  the  Burial  Service  the  rule  that  the  minister,  “  meet 
the  corpse  at  the  entrance  of  the  churchyard,”  disallows 
the  custom  of  his  meeting  with  the  friends  at  the  house. 
There  is  no  authority  for  omitting  any  part  of  the  service. 
If  not  all  used  before  they  go  to  the  grave,  it  must  be 
afterwards ;  a  provision  seemingly  meant  for  burials  long 
after  death,  or  after  death  from  contagious  disease.  The 
Psalm  of  course  is  to  be  said  or  sung  responsively.  The 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion  fitly  forms  part  of 
this  office. 

If  the  Psalter  is  not  sung,  as  it  should  be  always,  the 
Gloria  which  ought  to  be  said  or  sung  after  each  psalm, 
should  always  be  begun  by  the  minister,  even  though  he 
have  said  the  last  verse  of  the  Psalm;  the  people  saying 
“  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  &c.,  Amen,”  which  is  called 
an  “  Answer,”  and  therefore  meant  for  the  people.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  American  Rubric,  the  Gloria  should  be 
said  only  after  the  morning  and  evening  portions  cf  the 
119th  Psalm  and  not  between  the  parts. 
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In  the  Offices  performed  only  by  the  Bishop,  Ordina¬ 
tion,  &c.,  the  people  should  stand  whenever  he  does. 

The  Gloria  Patri  should  be  sung  after  the  metrical 
psalms,  (if  they  are  preferred  to  the  inspired  poetry  of  the 
Psalter,)  and  not  after  the  hymns,  except  those  that  are 
versions  of  Psalms. 

The  Rubric  at  the  end  of  the  metrical  doxologies  has 
no  authority  from  the  American  church,  and  therefore  is 
not  binding. 

These  points  will  serve,  to  correct  some  errors,  to  clear 
up  uncertainties,  to  establish  uniformity  of  custom.  They 
are  not  rules  or  laws  of  the  Church,  and  so  oblige  no  one ; 
but  they  are  “  customs”  of  “  the  churches  of  God,”  about 
which  no  one  should  be  contentious.  They  are  not  per¬ 
sonal  opinions,  but  have  the  best  and  most  reliable  au¬ 
thority  of  early  and  general  use.  They  have  embodied 
the  reverence  of  very  holy  men,  and  while  they  do  away 
with  personal  peculiarities,  they  offer  for  devout  souls,  a 
catholic  expression  of  their  devotion,  in  such  outward 
acts  of  the  body,  as  are  both  proofs  and  promoters  of  a 
reverent  spirit.  If  they  be  called  nonessential,  let  us 
remember  that  uniformity  of  worship  is  a  token  of,  and 
a  help  to,  unity  of  faith ;  and  that  we  can  get  neither  but 
by  obeying  a  fixed  standard,  outside  of  individual  fancies, 
and  an  early  standard,  that  we  may  be  one,  not  only 
among  ourselves,  but  with  the  holy  men  of  every  age. 
If  they  be  called  little,  let  us  remember  that  nothing  is 
too  small  for  God’s  Eye  to  see ;  that  the  least  help  to  the 
great  duty  of  reverence  is  important;  and  that  in  our 
worship  we  come  into  His  presence,  Who  not  only  gave 
the  directions,  but  even  the  patterns,  for  the  very  spoons, 
snuffers  and  tongs  of  His  holy  temple;  and  Who,  as 
God,  is  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  forever. 


